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ar those of vou thar had
an opportunity o read] the
VHI

vl were likely |||||:r|_--.u|
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with the accounts of strength of

the Viper XL-50. While the folks
at Bluegrass Armory easily managed
2 destray the barrel, they were un-
able to push the action into submas
sion in spite of some iy excrao
dinarily harsh testing

You really have mw
have faith in the posi
tive arrribies of vour
r|||- [iF .I”l-u. |-||.|r.|-
graphs of it published
in such a stare of dis-
repair.  This is hardly
the oypical publicicy
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from  manufacrwrers,
Homweyvaer impressive as

DIl s1renn I:II Ll B,

-
rQ

it docsn'’t count for much if it won'’t
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Ihe vest rifle was -||J1F'-||:ﬂ in 50
BMG with a grey stock, a standard
chamberand a 297 barrel. Alchough,
irs also available in black az well as
olive drab, it you prefer. Odher op-
tions include your chalce of eicher
match or standard chamber, as well

as the 408 Cheyenne chambering,

Phil Sanders

Wi additkonal cost a lett handed
version is alwo listed
The Viper arrived in a well pro-
tected |n'.|.'.':. cardboard and foam
container.  Upon opening | was
I'.|1.-.'-r.|'!1|:.' i|||||n'-m,-.1 with both the
bt and finish of the gun. However,
upon initial assembly | was unable
to arcach the :‘.1|.|.=1n.‘.. The threaded
pin that holds the bipod o the stock
LLSH |Ili'\-"\.ill!'_. A -..|.|| ({] |'.'|‘|.L'.|||-
dill {owner of E'il';.-u,:_'hr._au Armaorv)
resulted in what 've later come
L0 ._-:'.F--.-._l_ from him, a l.|||iq.l-. and
COUTTETILS  FEspOise In just a
few days | reccived the pin in the
mail, [t s2ems char in the rush
o et the rifle here for h"-lill!;.
the pin had accidencally been
overlooked. { '|l|1'-.||.|."||r'.|; the
genuine hospitality of the folks
at Bluegrass it was only a minor

Inconyen i\'.'r'.l. L.



S0, whar features contribure o
this guns value? For one, the bolr de-
-.'i|_._":I!| .||]|.m‘\. |.1|r WVETY |.|||i|._|-; ||nk Tume.
Jeff tells me the Viper's lock time has
been measured ar 1,76 milliseconds
by Charles Fagg of Tioga Engineer-
il'li_". i J]l']:ll:l'ﬁ}'l'a'_'ﬂ]:l.l.. [:"1|| I':I_Ir
those of vou who dont imme-
diately have a comparison in
|'|'|iﬂl.l- I'Il::l'u"u I.I.‘lll'."r ‘II.I. LIII'I'IJ".IN'
to other rifles? The Reming-

v M T00 which s familiar o
almost everyone is frequently
utilized in sllhouctte marches
at least partially due o irs ex-
cellent lock time. It's among
the quickest of production
center fire riles with most
Viriames :||.|.|:|.|:|.i.|:|.|-_-l in the 2.5 o
3.2 milliseconds. Wich heavy
ﬂEJ[iII!:'- :II:I.I.I. = | 'Iil:.ll:ll:l.ll'l'l Hrll'l!: I,'I‘il'l. lh{'
lock rime can be further reduced o
aboue 1.6 milliseconds. Oiher Ane
actions such as Stolle, Hall, and An-
schutz run in the 1.7 w 2.1 range.
As VoLl SN S0, oVen .|.||1:|'.-. i|11_'| !;::lr |
certain amount of cesting variation,
the Viper is in very good Company.
If vou want to oy and shoot the
"l."i|1t'l ::-Ff-h.unl at your mext ||::u_,ji
match, go ahead. lock time won't be
lI'I".' [0 _'|'1'||I l.l.il_ll'l.l COIRNTNELR,

Another fearure thar the Blue-
grass Engineers believe innovative is
the dl."i-i!_'.l'l of their muszle break, Ad
first glance it appears w be a fairly

rypical hve cham-
]1I.'|'I.'|.I. ll:"-i!_"rl.
bur s available
in alominum as
well as the more
traditional steel,
[he brake has a
very tight bul-
.‘ let clearanee ol
£ only 0.008 of an

inch per side. M

visll can see from
1h4_‘ acoompi
nying  pictures,
that equates to little more than the
rhi.l’. I‘ll:tL'.'-h 'Ili.ul. I:I:l-'-l.'l 1||- |'|1JHI\.I:I'IE_" f-ll"l.'.
The right rolerances and high tem-
I"I'.'hl‘l.”l'.' F:I."-l'."\ h.il"a LS :I.I I‘I'I.IH."I“I_'-' I-I.'I.I LER;

erosion issues with some high vol-

umec hll"l.!l[l.'r": 11" |I!||.' .II'IJ'I'I'U:I“IIII vor=
sion. Bluegrass is offering ro replace
”II.'J!LH“i.EI.I.I.III |I!-r.:l:1.' “'i!l'l o | '|||.'\'.'I LRI
at no charge for
1I'H|"|I.' 'I'-'I'III il:l'-'l;_'
experienced  ex-
cessive wear, In-
ruitively, ar beast.
the right buller
L‘I‘L'ilf-ll'll.-l.' "hh.ll‘l]!l.l
result in greater
percentage ::t-!_',.-h
defection and an
increase in over-
all performance.
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.'1||]l;|1:II,I._EFI. | didne perform an in
I.EI.'l'IIII evaluation of the brake, it did
seem to work reasonably well,  Ax
24 }Hlu:l'u.!h. recoil is still moticeable,
but bearable |!.:.'|u| want to herther
decrease recoil or adjust the balance
ol the rifle, the rear of the stock has
:“'I.'I"«'I.' |,Frl.'||rllll'!.1 !il!‘ll."- '.'l.']'u.'n.' .|!.1!.!:
tional weight may be added 1o bring
the poal up o around 30 pounds,
A ki is available from bluegrass, bue
the same r|1|11_t_'h coiild be |_'.|.-.i|:r Ac
complished by inserting lead wire or
shat,
I he trigper ul'lin"'.'ip-:':l i vigLe-
Iy reminiscent of those found on
.'\I{ I ;1-"1. I.E."c .1'.t|||'-|.||1]|.' i"l.l.: II'I.il.lirI."-
the insmallation of a #4-40 hex ser
eerew, which iznt I':u.mr:l.' -.s:p|r|u'||.
It's simple in design and
appears  that it woubd
lend itself well 1o rweak-
ing. Since the gun was a
|1|.|.r||.'| I :-I.'h.ﬂ-ll.\l !I'll.' 11:!:'I.'
[ Jl[i.'l“F"'[ Ay ~I|?.'n[.lr|-
tial modifications, The
rrigger unir is arrached to
|]'|I.' ELR]s L & i-l EWLE 1:||||rll.'-||
steel pins, which are re-
maovable  For cleaning
O .|-.i]|.|.~||:s'.|.'l'|l withoit
tools. Trigger pull was in
the 3 ;1|:n|||1-:'| range with very liele
LrL"l'F" .|.|"|.I.|. Hi “'HH.“H.JI ameaunt of over
travel, IF VM Fe w:||:|i||!_: tor shioot

with your trigger hnger very low on
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the shoe, the amount of force required o release the sear
is closer to two pounds due 1o the effect of leverage. One
of my few unanswered desires for the Viper is the lack of
after market accessorics currently available. Specifically.
a Jewell type wrigger would be a nice option. While |
haven't found anything problemaric with the stock trig-
ger it might not serve everyone’s purposes.

The stock is made from a 6061T6 aluminum extru-
sion that’s been heat treated. It has an integral scope rail
that hius either Picatinny or Weaver style rings and offers
30 moa of elevation machined in. Due to the straight
stock design you'll need rall or extra wll rings just 1o be
able to mount most large diamerer scopes. Even with rall
rings you'll want to make sure you can comfortably see
through the scope withour necessitating smashing your
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face into the stock 1o get a good, comfortable sight pic-
ture. Like all metal stocks they are stable and ruﬁ;n]. laat
can be somewhat uncomfortable to shoot in extremes of
ambient temperature. When selecting rings don't forges
tes allow for the height of a cheek picce, you may want 1o
keep vour face from direct metal contac,

MNow that we've got deils of the rifle covered, how
does it shoot? My personal best was with the Hornady
A-Max 750 grain bullers and H5010 which evenrually
vielded groups in the 3.5" to 4" range at 600 yards. Even
though thar's quite respecrable | have litle doubr that
could be improved upon with further experimentarion.
While I've not personally witnessed it, there have been
credible reports of groups measuring in the 4" range art
1000 yards with whar I'm sure have been carefully tuned
Vipers. Even tricked out guns can't be expected 1o shoot
thar well unless they're based on a solidly engineered de-
Sig.
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In reviewing any fircarm it's only fair to point our
perceived weaknesses as well as strengths,  Admiteedly,
afver much study I've only come up with mwo sugges-
tions and both of these are minor in nature. The first
modificarion would be the ability 1o lock the bole handle
to the bolt body. Currently. the handle is threaded in
place and has the potential to loosen during handling,
I'm sure that if you pack this gun far enough someday
the handle will come loose, probably at an inopportune
time. While vou could use thread locker each rime you
reassemble the bole that seems like an awkward solution
at best. Ir's a minor annoyance bur it would be nice if
it could semehow be mechanically locked in place; per-
haps something like the old Bruno ZKW 4657 Second-
Iy slight bevels on the stock raceway would help to make
bole insertion slightly casier after clc‘au:iug. While nei-
ther of these modifications may be practical or feasible
it's .':m'r'l.-:rlhirlg tos think abous in the I!Ck‘{'r-(‘“l{lil‘lF_ search
for p:rFf:iinn.

While the disadvantages of the Viper are few, the ad-
vantages are many. These include anvil-like roughness,
fine accuracy and absolutely Arse rate customer service.
There are tew, it any other rifles in this price range that
are as capable. Even some of the better AR type con-
versions approach the same overall cost by the time yvou
factor in the price of the receiver. Plus there are certain
comforts in knowing that the Viper has a dedicared re-
ceiver that’s in no danger of wearing out like you might
think would be |;'|-|:m.i|!|||;" with a conversion unit,

Owerall, the Viper XL-50 provides quite possibly rhe
best value for a fifty on the market today. While it's not
inexpensive, at around 32,900 it does offer ruc value.
It’s a durable rifle that's both accurate and reliable. That
combined with Bluegrass Armorys first class customer
service will makes you feel like you've made the righe
choice. | suspect we will be secing many more of these

around. kB



